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Subj: FW: Eric Newman message. 

Date: 12/7/2012 4:47:25 A.M. Central Standard Time 
From: 

To: 

Eric: 


Here’s a note for you from my friend Nick Graver f Y in Rochester, 


NY. Hope all is well. Have a great day. 
-Wayne 


From: Nicholas M. Graver [mailto: 

Sent: Thursday, December 06, 2012 10:49 PM 
To: Wayne Homren 9/3/12 

Subject: Eric Newman message. 


Hi, Wayne, 

Could you please forward this to Eric Newman. 
Thanks, 

Nick. 


Dear Mr. Newman. 

At the recent annual meeting of The Daguerreian Society in Baltimore, | saw a very handsome quarter 
plate daguerreotype scene of an identified building in downtown St. Louis. The St. Louis Insurance Co. It 
is in perfect condition, and clearly should be placed in some collection specializing in the local history of 
your fine city. 


You might wish to acquire it to tie with the tokens and medals from that era, or you might wish to place it 
in the appropriate institution. Possibly you might simply refer it to others closer to that "Good Home." 


Please let me know where to send the scan and communication from the present dealer who is holding it 
for me. 


You were kind enough to discuss daguerreian tokens with me on two different occasions, my specialty is 
Photographic Numismatics. | was grateful for those conversations, and am now tickled to be instrumental 
in returning what | consider a great find/opportunity. 


Sincerely, 


Nick 
Nicholas M. Graver 


Monday, December 10, 2012 AOL: EricNumis | 
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Subj: Fwd: St. Louis daguerreotype 

Date: 1/24/2013 8:40:25 A.M. Central Standard Time 
From: 

To: 

Hi Gerry, 


Would you please print this message, along with the attachment, so that we can give it to Eric? 
Best, 

Maureen 

Sent from my iPad 


Begin forwarded message: 









From: "Nicholas M. Graver" 
Date: January 23, 2013, 11:40:19 PM CST 
To: "Stuart Levine EPN 1/13" 
Subject: Fw: St. Louis daguerreotype 


Dear Mr. Levine. 

| have long been involved with Numismatics and Photographic History, and on at least two 
occasions have received helpful advice from Eric Newman. 

At the recent meeting of The Daguerreian Society in Baltimore, | saw the wonderful St. 
Louis scenic daguerreotype (attached.) The dealer kindly held it for me and | wrote to Mr. 
Newman, through our mutual friend, Wayne Homren, editor of E-Sylum. He forwarded my 
email to EPN, but no reply has been received. Not surprising, considering his age. | was 
trying to return the favor of assistance he so kindly extended to me over the years. 


This is a really wonderful image, and there cannot be many early city views still turning-up 
these days. | pictured that it would fit in the Newman Collection, since he has tokens issued 
by St.Louis daguerreotypists. He might even have prize medals won by local 
photographers. 


If you decide not to act on the offer of this image, perhaps you know of other local 
institutions or collectors who would appreciate it? 


I'm strictly trying to help it find the right home, not connected with the sale in any way. 
If it were of my home town of Pittsburgh, PA, you can be sure | would have acted at once. 


You could respond to the Capitol Gallery if you wish, but | would appreciate hearing what 
you think of this suggestion. 
Thanks, for checking it out. 


PS: That colored tarnish is a sign that it has not been cleaned. Such toning is considered 
attractive by many daguerreian specialists, and the dealer was smart to leave that choice to 
the next owner. A photo conservator could quickly treat/remove it should that be desired. 
I'd leave it as is, as are many in our own collection. 

Just like not-cleaning fine coins! 

Sincerely, 


Nicholas M. Graver 
276 Brooklawn Dr. 
Rochester, NY 14618 
585/ 244-4818 


----- riginal Message ----- 
From: Kevin Kunz 


To: ngraver 
Sent: Friday, December 07, 2012 1:00 PM 


Subject: St. Louis daguerreotype 
Hi Nick, 


Thank you so much for recommending the daguerreotype. The price on the 
St. Louis piece is $12,500. Here is some information on the image: 


Surely commissioned by the St. Louis Insurance Company, this may likely be the 





Thursday, January 24, 2013 AOL: GerryBall2 


president of the business, George K. McGunnegle, standing proudly in the doorway 
of his building. There has been great consideration taken by the photographer to 
clear the street of any unwanted onlookers or other merchants, possibly at the 
request of this powerful businessman. A careful examination of the block reveals 
the other tenants, among them Prager and Walter, Importers Fancy and Staple Goods 
and E.W. Clark Brothers, Bankers. Next door, and just barely visible under the mat 
is the Arts Exchange. There are also signs noticeable on the right side of the block, 
which we have yet to decipher. During a search of city directories we found the 
company was listed at various locations during the years. However, we feel certain 
that this location is 70 North Main, the S.W. corner of Main and Olive. The 
business was located there from 1852 to 1866, and possibly a year or two earlier. 
There is also a listing for the Clark Brothers at 72 North Main in a 1854-55 directory 
so further research should pin down a fairly narrow time period for this 
daguerreotype. We will be happy to include the copies of the directories we have 
obtained along with a copy stock certificate for the company that was sent to us by 
the Missouri Historical Society. The illustration at the top of the certificate shows a 
number of steamboats on fire and/or sinking in the Mississippi River with the city of 
St. Louis in the background. One final reference note, this building cannot be still 
standing today as the location is in the vicinity of the Gateway Arch Riverfront 

area. 

This striking quarter-plate daguerreotype is in excellent condition with a lovely tonal 
quality. We have supplied two scans with the larger image slightly lightened to 
illustrate some of the spotting and the names on the buildings. As seen it has a wide 
band of the most beautiful blue perimeter tarnish and there are a few small tarnish 
spots scattered on the building, mostly on the right side with a couple on the front 
top. On the right top side under magnification there is one pinprick size green 
copper spot and what might be the beginning of another. There are a couple of 
small "cloudy" areas on the two of the columns on opposite sides of the man in the 
doorway. These are very insignificant in person. It was unsealed when we 
purchased it with an oval mat and no preserver. We decided the current presentation 
was much more dramatic, but we will also include the original mat. The corners of 
the plate have an upward bend allowing the mat to float above the image. The plate 
has a Chapman hallmark and we have resealed it with a new glass. It is housed in a 
full leather case with a floral design on both covers. 


One final note we do offer a full refund policy minus shipping if you are unhappy for any 
reason. For more information on our gallery please visit www.capitolgallery.com . 


Best regards, 
Kevin 


Kevin Kunz 

Capitol Gallery 

617 Grand Street 
Morgantown WV 26501 
304-241-4241 
www.capitolgallery.com 
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